505.203

505.203 Publicizing and response time.

(a) If you publicize in local news-
papers under 505.101(c), ensure that the
notice appears in local newspapers at
least 3 calendar days before issuance of
the solicitation. Except as provided in
paragraph (B) of this section, allow at
least these minimum response times:

(1) For leasehold interests in real
property, 20 calendar days between so-
licitation issuance and the date estab-
lished for receipt of initial offers.

(2) For real property appraisal serv-
ices valued at less than either the
Trade Agreements Act (TAA) threshold
or the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) threshold, 10 cal-
endar days between solicitation
issuance and the date established for
receipt of initial offers. The lower of
the two thresholds governs.

(3) For real property appraisal serv-
ices valued at or over the TAA thresh-
old or the NAFTA threshold, 40 cal-
endar days from when the notice ap-
pears to receipt of initial offers. If the
acquisition falls in a general category
identified in an annual forecast, the pe-
riod may be reduced to as few as 10
days. The lower of the two thresholds
governs.

(b) The following exceptions to the
publicizing and response times in para-
graph (a) of this section apply only to
proposed acquisitions of leasehold in-
terests in real property:

(1) For a proposed acquisition con-
ducted using simplified lease acquisi-
tion procedures (see 570.2), consider the
individual acquisition and establish a
reasonable response time.

(2) In cases of urgency, provide as
much time as possible and document
the file.

505.270 Synopsis of amendments to so-
licitations.

Synopsize in the CBD any solicita-
tion amendment when the amendment
either:

(a) Increases the anticipated value of
the proposed acquisition above the dol-
lar threshold requiring synopsis.

(b) Alters the scope of the proposed
acquisition so that increased interest
of contractors can be reasonably an-
ticipated.
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Subpart 505.5—Paid
Advertisements

505.502 Authority.

(a) Newspapers. The HCA, or designee,
must approve publication of paid news-
paper advertisements. Approval is not
required if FAR 5.101 or 505.101 requires
publication. Document the contract
file with the regulatory citation or
written approval to support the use of
paid newspaper advertisements.

(b) Other media. Advance approval is
not required to advertise in other
media.

PART 509—CONTRACTOR
QUALIFICATIONS
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Subpart 509.1—Responsible
Prospective Contractors

509.105 Procedures.

509.105-1 Obtaining information.

(a) From a prospective contractor. In
making a determination of responsi-
bility, you may use the GSA Form 527,
Contractor’s Qualification and Finan-
cial Information, to obtain information
regarding financial capability from a
prospective contractor.

(b) From Government personnel. Solicit
and consider information from all ap-
propriate activities, including legal
counsel, quality control, contract man-
agement, credit and finance, and the
auditor before determining that an of-
feror is responsible. ‘‘Auditor” is ei-
ther:

(1) The Assistant Inspector General
for Auditing (Central Office only).

(2) The Regional Inspector General
for Auditing.

(3) Chief, Credit and Finance Section,
the Heartland Region (for an evalua-
tion of a prospective contractor’s fi-
nancial competence and credit).

509.105-2 Determinations and docu-
mentation.

(a) Provide written notification to a
prospective contractor you determine
not responsible. Include the basis for
the determination. Notification pro-
vides the prospective contractor with
the opportunity to correct any problem
for future solicitation.

(b) Due to the potential for de facto
debarment, avoid making repeated de-
terminations of nonresponsiblity based
on the same past performance informa-
tion.

(c) To provide for timely comnsider-
ation of the need to institute action to
debar a contractor, submit a copy of
each nonresponsibility determination,
other than those based on capacity or
financial capability, to the debarring
official.

509.308-1

509.106 Preaward surveys.

509.106-2 Requests for preaward sur-
veys.

Federal Supply Service (FSS). Con-
tracting activities in FSS may use
GSA Form 353, Performance Evalua-
tion & Facilities Report, in lieu of SF
1403 through 1406. Complete Section I
in accordance with instructions in
553.370-353-1.

Subpart 509.2—Quadalifications
Requirements

509.206 Acquisitions subject to quali-
fication requirements.

509.206-2 Contract clause.

Insert 552.209-70, Product Removal
from Qualified Products List, in solici-
tations and contracts containing FAR
52.209-1, Qualification Requirements.

Subpart 509.3—First Article Testing
and Approval

509.306 Solicitation requirements.

(a) The clauses at FAR 52.209-3 and
52.209-4 do not cover all the solicitation
requirements described in FAR 9.306. If
a solicitation contains a testing and
approval requirement, you must ad-
dress the requirements in FAR 9.306
(d), (), (g), (h), (i), and (j). For FSS, the
clauses prescribed in 509.308 address the
requirement in FAR 9.306(h).

(b) In FSS solicitations that contain
FAR 52.209-3, First Article Approval—
Contractor Testing, or FAR 52.209-4,
First Article Approval—Government
Testing, insert 552.209-71, Waiver of
First Article Testing and Approval Re-
quirement.

509.308 Contract clauses.

509.308-1 Testing performed by the
contractor.

In FSS solicitations and contracts
that will require the contractor to per-
form testing, insert 552.209-72, Supple-
mental Requirements for First Article
Approval—Contractor Testing, and
FAR 52.209-3, Alternate I.
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